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TAGS: PFOR, UNSC, XF, EG, IS 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIANS DISCUSS DRAFT RESOLUTION WITH ARAB GROUP 
REF: CAIRO 6702 

1 . EGYPTIANS MET WITH ARAB GROUP THIS AFTERNOON TO PRESENT 
DRAFT RESOLUTION WHOSE TEXT IS SAME AS THAT HANDED BY FAHMY TO 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR LAST WEEK (USUN 2095). MOST SC MEMBERS 
WERE EVIDENTLY GIVEN TEXT IN CAIRO OVER THE WEEKEND. 

2. WE DO NOT YET HAVE FULL READ-OUT OF ARAB GROUP MEETING, 

BUT WE UNDERSTAND UPSHOT WAS A GENERAL ENDORSEMENT OF THE 
THREE POINTS IN EGYPTIAN DRAFT: A) STATEMENT THAT FOURTH GENEVA 
CONVENTION APPLIES TO ISRAELI-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, B) REQUEST 
THAT ISRAEL HONOR ITS OBLIGATIONS AND C) DECISION TO ASK SYG 

TO DESPATCH A REPRESENTATIVE TO CONVEY SC’S VIEWS TO ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT. SOME ARAB DELEGATIONS REPORTEDLY PROPOSED CHANGES. 
THESE HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED BY ONE SOURCE AS "INSUBSTANTIAL" AND 
BY ANOTHER AS "SLIGHTLY SHARPENING" EGYPTIAN TEXT. WE 
UNDERSTAND ARABS WILL BE GETTING TOGETHER AGAIN MORNING MAY 
18 (PRESUMABLY TO IRON OUT AGREEMENT ON THE CHANGES), AND 
THAT THEY PLAN TO CIRCULATE EGYPTIAN TEXT AS MODIFIED TO 
NONALIGNED SC MEMBERS THAT AFTERNOON. JORDANIAN DEPUTY 
NEVERTHELESS TOLD FRENCH COUNSELOR THAT A CONSENSUS STATEMENT 
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3. EGYPTIAN DEPUTY PERMREP AHMED INFORMED US THIS MORNING 
THAT EGYPTIAN DEL HAD RECEIVED FIRM INSTRUCTIONS FROM FAHMY 
TO INITIATE CONSULTATIONS ON THE DRAFT RESOLUTION. AHMED 
SAID THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONSENSUS WAS MENTIONED IN THE 
INSTRUCTIONS; INDEED, HE ADDED, THAT MIGHT EVEN BE CAIRO'S 
PREFERENCE. HOWEVER, INSTRUCTIONS WERE CLEAR THAT THE 
RESOLUTION MUST BE CIRCULATED. WE REMARKED THAT FLOATING 
RESOLUTION NOW COULD ONLY RESULT IN A HARDENING 

PROCESS THAT WOULD UNDERCUT PROSPECTS FOR A CONSENSUS. THIS, 

WE SAID, WOULD SEEM TO RUN COUNTER TO BOTH EGYPT'S 
INTEREST AND OURS, AS DISCUSSED BY FONMIN FAHMY AND AMB 
EILTS. NOTE: WE ASSUME FROM SEVERAL OF AHMED'S REMARKS THAT 
EGYPTIAN DEL'S INSTRUCTIONS ARRIVED AFTER MAY 15 DISCUSSION 
BETWEEN FAHMY AND EILTS, BUT WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN. 

4. SEVERAL EUROPEAN AND NONALIGNED COUNCIL MEMBERS OPPOSE 
PROPOSAL TO SEND A MISSION TO ISRAEL, SINCE IT IS EVIDENT 

FROM FONMIN ALLON'S STATEMENTS THAT IT WOULD NOT BE RECEIVED. 

AT A LUNCHEON MAY 17, FRENCH, BRITISH AND SWEDISH DELEGATES 
TOLD EGYPTIAN AND IORDANIAN OFFICERS THAT SUCH A PROPOSAL, 
WHETHER IN A RESOLUTION OR CONSENSUS, WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO PUT 
INTO EFFECT AND THEREFORE ABSURD. TANZANIANS, ROMANIANS, 

AND PAKISTANIS HAVE EXPRESSED SIMILAR SENTIMENTS. (NONE OF 
THESE DELEGATIONS WOULD BE LIKELY TO VOTE AGAINST SUCH A 
RESOLUTION, BUT THEIR COMMENTS AT THIS STAGE ARE HELPFUL IN 
LEAVING DOOR OPEN TO CONSENSUS.) 

5. WHILE PRESENT DEBATE IS BEING STRETCHED OUT (NEXT FORMAL 
COUNCIL MEETING WILL PROBABLY NOT OCCUR BEFORE THURSDAY), 
EVENTS ARE CONSPIRING TO MOVE FORWARD UNDOF DEBATE. 

TANZANIAN PERMREP TOLD BRITISH AMBASSADOR THAT HE AND HIS 
GUYANAN COLLEAGUE STRESSED TWO POINTS TO SYRIAN AMBASSADOR: 
FIRST, THEY WANTED NO REPETITION OF LAST-MINUTE CLIFF- 
HANGING THAT MARKED LAST UNDOF EXTENSION AND SECOND, THEY 
BOTH WISHED TO BE IN ALGIERS FOR MAY 30 OPENING OF 
NONALIGNED FOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE AND HOPED TO CONCLUDE 
UNDOF EXTENSION BEFORE THEY LEFT. SYG ALSO TOLD GOVERNOR 
SCRANTON TODAY THAT HE PLANNED TO CALL IN SYRIAN PERMREP 
VERY SHORTLY IN ORDER TO IMPRESS UPON HIM NEED TO BEGIN 
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PROCESS OF MANDATE RENEWAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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